
Caring Committee Report 

When I looked back on last year’s AGM report I see we were reporting on an unusual year, the first year 

of Covid 19 and the demands that put on our community. I talked of how exceptional our community 

foodbank is and the roll we have in supporting the wider community. I talked of our uniqueness in being 

able to provide personalised parcels and in a timely manner. I mentioned the extra workload taken on by 

St Mary’s volunteers and staff. The invaluable support of our school community, Marist College and 

Marist School, their Principals, Staff and whanau. I ended by saying we hope we don’t have to repeat 

these times but if we do we know we can. 
 

Well guess what, we did. We had a second year of covid and its restrictions and the pressure it put on us 

all. This was again reflected in the call on the foodbank by so many people. In November 2021 we 

provided food to over 2000 people, an exceptional number of people for a small community foodbank. I 

give thanks to those that worked tirelessly to make this happen. And give thanks to Our Lord for the 

strength he gave us all to keep going. 
  

I must offer my personal thanks to so many who answered and continue to answer the many calls 

requesting help, Darren who does weekly pickup from the ACM, the many drivers, shoppers and local 

businesses. My daughter and grandson Kirsty and James who spent hours helping pack food. 

Remembering all this had to be done in a safe way so as to not spread covid and this time we were 

delivering to families who were positive. 
 

Too the very many cooks who supplied meals to families who were unwell and isolating, a special 

acknowledgment to the community of Vegan cooks. And to our family who supported us at home while 

we were working. Antonia for keeping up with the stats. And of course, to Johanna and Megan who are 

always there, the backbone keeping us standing. 
 

The school communities, Ferndale Kindergarten, Fresh Collective, ACM, the individuals who dropped food 

the list is wonderfully long. WE made so much happen for so many, people who we would pass in the 

street and not know. This is Mary’s work, quietly without thanks or praise. So, I am here to give you all 

that thanks and praise. 
 

I would like to share a comment from a Plunket Nurse, when she was picking up her 3rd or 4th parcel in 

this particular week. She was expressing her thanks and shared that it was easy to ask us as we didn’t 
judge, others require so much information that many of her clients don’t want to give, they would rather 

struggle on own their own.  
 

I am often reminded of Jesus telling Peter “Feed my sheep” 
 

Of course, the foodbank is not all that the Caring Committee does, it offers help wherever the need is. If 

you read the PPC minutes you will see the many and varied work undertaken, cleaning, gardening, 

shopping, transporting, visiting, Christmas parcels, Wednesday food etc, all of which is reported to the 

diocese as our parish mission map report.  So, if you are able to help in anyway, please offer to do so. We 

are only able to make this happen with your help. There are always things needing done, even cleaning 

the fridge…. Please help us to help others. 
 

I would like to make a special note of Rose (social worker) from Catholic Social Services who has 

supported us when the need is beyond our skill base. We have a very good working relationship with CSS, 

they help us and we often help them. We and many others benefit from this very practical arm of the 

Auckland Diocese. 
 

As we look to the year that has gone, we hope and pray that we will not have another like this to follow. 

The need has lessened but for those who need help the help remains. 
  

The Caring Committee are proud to live by the parish motto “to live Mary’s Yes” 
 

Many Blessings to you all, 

Dianne McArdle (Caring Committee Chair) 


