
St Mary's Parish, Mt Albert 
Meeting of the Parish Pastoral Council 

 
 

Date:   Wednesday 3 August 2022 
Location: Presbytery meeting room 
Time:  7:00pm 
 
Attendees:     Fr. Carlo Cruz, Paul Marshall, Amy Smith, Sr. Marie Therese, Clara 

Fernandes, and Richard Perillo 
 
Apologies:     David Wood and Dianne McArdle 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
1. Welcome / prayer 
 

The meeting started at 7:00pm with a prayer led by Fr. Carlo. 

 
2. Confirmation of previous minutes / matters arising 
 

Upon motion by Clara and as seconded by Sr. Marie, the previous minutes were confirmed by Fr. 
Carlo in behalf of David.  
 
There were no matters arising from the last minutes. 
 
 

3. Correspondence arising 
 
Fr. Carlo reiterated the invitation of the Diocese regarding the Mission Map that scheduled in 
September. It is open to everyone, but only 80 people are allowed per region. It will be held in 
Whangarei, Takapuna and Onehunga. Fr Carlo is suggesting that those interested are 
encouraged to book to ensure having a seat for the event.  
 
 

4. Chairperson Report 
 

Fr Carlo read to the group the following Report sent by David via email: 

“We engaged a plumber to get up on the roof and seal all potential leak points, but unfortunately 

even though the leak is a lot less than before there is still a slight leak. We need to fix this 

completely before the new carpet is laid so we are planning to do it as soon a we can co ordinate 

the tradies as we need to remove some of the ceiling, get back on the roof with a pressure hose 

and replicate the rain to determine exactly where the ingress of water is coming from, then 

resealing it and replace , plaster and repaint the ceiling, hopefully we can get this done in 

September during the school holidays.” 

 

5. Update from Finance & Property Committee 
 
As per an email sent by Dianne to Richard, the Property Committee continued the work on 

repairing the roof which still has a small leak. Gratitude is being extended to David Wood and 

Aaron Carden in this regard. 

Post the AGM, the committee wants to get final quotes for carpeting which is hoped to be done as 

soon as possible. 



Meanwhile, a Healthy Homes report is being prepared for the presbytery. 

Income for the month of July was $5,613.42, while the expenses amounted to $4,858.15. 

 

6. Update from Caring Committee 
 
With regard to the Caring Committee, Dianne’s email to Richard enumerated the following 
updates: 
 

• 69 parcels feeding 422 people went out this month 
• support to grieving families 
• support to a elders living alone 
• assistance to SVDP with household items and clothing 
• help with moving a family 

 
 

7. Update from Liturgy Committee 
 

According to Fr. Carlo, the Liturgy Committee had a meeting last night. The Altar Server’s 
Training was all done and the commissioning will be held on Sunday. Meanwhile, the training and 

the commissioning of the new Ministers will be held on 13 and 14 August, respectively.  

The Feast of the Assumption will be celebrated on 14 August (Sunday) and also on its actual date 

which is 15 August (Monday). During the 10am Mass on 14 August, there will be lighting of 

candles and prayer for peace especially in Ukraine.  

The bringing of gifts during offertory will be back on Sunday. 

 

8. Update from Marist Primary 
 
Amy reported that the Triennial Board of Trustees elections will be coming up. Nomination forms 

can be collected in the school office. Nominations will close on 16 August and the elections will be 

held on 20 September. Garden to Table is tracking along and as always, any volunteers would be 

greatly appreciated. The school is just about to do a little drive about Marist meals. The Year 6 

students are going to go hand out containers with labels at the gates this coming Friday and a 

little bit next week as well just to build up the stocks. The school is working on ways to increase 

the input into the food bank. The school extends its thanks to Fr Carlo for his involvement with the 

school, particularly his time and energy during the Sacramental program. 

 

9. Update from safeguarding 
 
No update as of the moment because Fr. Carlo said that there are still things that need to be done 
(ex. roof, confessional box) so that the Parish could become safeguarding compliant within 
standards of the Diocese. 
 

10. Update from Parish Priest 
 
Fr. Carlo reported that the AGM is happening on 21 August after the 10am Mass. He is hoping 
that many people will come because lots of things that need to be changed will be covered and 
people should be involved. Fr. Carlo stressed that on these matters, it should not be just the 
committee or the Priest’s decision, but it should be everyone’s decision. That is why the Parish is 
trying to encourage as much people to attend the AGM so that they will have a say. It would be 
fair if people will be consulted and that the Parish decides as a community. 
 



Meanwhile, 27 August is the schedule of the Confirmation, while the First Holy Communion is set 
on 28 August.  PPC and Liturgy Committee members are expected to be present and to help in 
whatever way possible. Marist College Gymnasium has been booked for these events to give 
more space as compared to the one held last year. 
 
Next week, Fr. Carlo will be in Waitangi for the Diocesan Clergy Assembly. During Fr. Carlo’s 
absence from Monday to Thursday, there will be Liturgy which will be handled by Sr. Lorraine and 
her group.  
 
David has already sent the possible agenda for the AGM. The Chairman’s report will be dealing 
with the seismic report, health and safety changes, church layout, carpet and roof. Dianne will 
have her Finance, Property and Caring Committee Reports. There will also be respective reports 
coming from the Liturgy Committee, and Legion of Mary. The Principals of Marist Primary 
(Carolyn) and Marist College (Raechelle) have been informed, respectively, should they want to 
share some reports about their schools.   
 
 

11. General Business 
  

Clara asked Fr Carlo if the Choir has been settled for the Confirmation and the First Holy 
Communion. Fr. Carlo answered in the affirmative as Marie Walker (Director of Religious Studies) 
will be leading the Confirmation, while the Samoans will be singing for the First Holy Communion.   
 
Fr. Carlo is glad to update that so far, different groups have committed to take charge of the 
morning tea in a given week per month: 1st week: Indians, 3rd week: Filipinos, and 4th week: 
Tongans.  So far, the search for the group to volunteer for the 2nd week is still ongoing, but should 
there be none, then the hospitality group will be handling that one according to Fr. Carlo. 
 
Clara inquired about the youth choir to which Fr. Carlo replied that the one in-charge of the 
Auckland Catholic Youth will be coming to meet with Joe. They will be discussing not only about 
the music group, but how to start a youth group in general.   
 
Richard informed that group in advance that he will be unable to attend the AGM due to his 
upcoming trip to Wellington. This was duly noted by Fr. Carlo. 
 
Sr. Marie told Fr Carlo that aside from the booklet, she might be able to retrieve past 
correspondence coming from Tina Coll which explained the present layout of the church. Upon 
request of Fr Carlo, Sr Marie will be looking for it and once found, will be forwarding it to Johanna. 
Fr Carlo hopes to share this information during the AGM as it would be best to let the people 
know about the pros and cons of having a new layout for proper awareness, so that they will not 
think that the PPC is trying to promote it.  
 
 

12. Next meeting 
 
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 7 September 2022.   
 
 

13. Closing prayer 
 
The meeting closed at 7:26pm with a closing prayer led by Fr. Carlo.  

 


